
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Aging services staff are faced with similar dilemmas 

every day: The diabetic who can’t get enough ice cream. The 
elder at high risk of falling who refuses to use a walker. How 
do you balance respect for individual choice and protecting 
elders from harm? 

This presentation will explore the complex issues 
involved in trying to honor the personal preferences of older 
adults within the context of a health care/long-term care 
environment obsessed with “safety.” 

The rationale for this emphasis on safety is often 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, the pyramid that places  
“physiological needs” at its base, followed by “safety,” then 
“love and esteem” and finally “self-actualization.” 

Add your voice to our panel discussion as we examine 
case studies and generate ideas and strategies to help care 

providers make well-reasoned decisions when the values of 
autonomy and safety collide. Our panel will include 
representatives from the field of long-term care: A State 
Ombudsman, a representative of Seniors and People with 
Disabilities, and a nursing home administrator. 

Our lead presenter/facilitiator is Theresa (Terri) A. 
Harvath, Ph.D., RN, CNS, FAAN. Dr. Harvath is a Professor 
at the Oregon Health & Science University School of Nursing 
and Director of OHSU’s John A. Hartford Center of Geriatric 
Nursing Excellence. She is committed to improving the 
health and health care of frail older adults through the 
integration of theory, practice and research. Dr. Harvath is 
particularly interested in exploring the complex clinical issues 
that often arise in the care of persons with dementia. 

   
 

 

 

 

Attend the October 19, 2011 M.O.V.E. Program: “Safety vs. Autonomy” 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________     Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Fees:          Individual $25     Student $20       Organization/Community Fee: $100 (up to 5 attendees per organization)    
    Visa   MasterCard   American Express Check: #___________         Limited scholarships are available 
Name on Card: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Card Number: ________________________________________________________   Exp. Date: _______________________________________ 

Cardholder Signature: _______________________________________Billing zip code:_____________________3-digit code:____________ 
 

Cancellations must be received no later than 5 working days prior to the event to be refunded.   
 

Enclose check (payable to M.O.V.E.) or credit card information with registration form and mail or fax to: 
M.O.V.E., PMB 511, 13500 SW Pacific HWY STE 58, Tigard, OR 97223 or fax (503) 624-0870 

For questions about registration, more information or to opt out of faxes call: (503) 684-3788 

Safety vs. Autonomy in Older Adults: 
What if Maslow was Wrong? 

Objectives 
• Explore the different meanings of the word “safety” and how it impacts care to older adults 
• Examine the ethical principles that underlie decision-making for older adults 
• Consider the challenges that arise when tension between patient safety and autonomy exists 
• Strategize with other aging services providers about how you can best manage safety/autonomy 

challenges in the real world of elder care 

October 19, 2011         1:00-4:00 p.m.   
Wellspring Medical Center, 1475 Mt. Hood Ave., Woodburn, OR   971.983.5205 


